
tic of calomel was directed to be given at bed-time, or sooner if the
head should become hot and painful ; and, in that case, cloths to be
applied wet with cold water.
15th, 9 o'clock, morning. The boy's condition is much improved.

The eruption is out upon the neck and breast full, and more faintly
upon the body. Pain and heat of the head, redness and swelling of
the tonsils, with difficult deglutition. The eruption continued to ex-
tend for three days. All these symptoms gradually subsided, and
on the seventh day desquamation took place. His recovery was

complete in fifteen days. In the girl's case, there was no complica-
tion to distinguish it from an ordinary scarlatina anginosa. The
swelling, eschars and sloughing retarded her recovery beyond that
of the boys.
I have remarked above that during the epidemic of 1832 I treated247 cases. Of these, 5 were fatal, or a fraction (drr) over 2 per

cent. Since that time, in several milder epidemics, and in sporadic
cases, I have found the same treatment equally successful.
A striking peculiarity^ will be observed in the two first and last

cases I have given ; that is the suddenness of the attack. In very
many of the cases, and those were of the most malignant character,
the premonitory symptoms, such as chills, alternate flashes of heat
and cold, headache, pains in the back and limbs were entirely
wanting, or unobserved. No complaint was made until the patient
was suddenly struck down and overwhelmed with the disease.
Cases occurred where children in a schoolhouse, standing in their
classes for recitation, were suddenly seized with convulsions, or

syncope, or vomiting. Two such cases I witnessed before their
removal.
Austin, Sept. 16, 1873.

The Air-balloon in Childbirth.—-The following are the conclusions
of M. Vinoy (France Médicale, Aug. 9, 1873) with regard to the em-

ployment of the air-balloon in accouchements :—
1st. The balloon, introduced into the vagina, brings on uterine con-

tractions.
2d. It will be found, either when employed alone or in conjunction

with other procedures, to be a useful application in producing abor-
tion and premature delivery.
3d. In cases of haemorrhage of moderate severity, such as charac-

terizes placenta prcevia, the balloon serves as a tampon, and at the
same time tends to bring on labor.
4th. It is especially applicable in those cases in which labor is de-

layed by a want of activity in the uterus. It restores the pains when
they have ceased, and augments their intensity when they already ex-
ist, both during the stage of dilatation of the os, and during the expul-
sion of the foetus.
5th. The application of the balloon is perfectly simple, and entirely

exempt from any danger of accident.

 The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal as published by 
The New England Journal of Medicine. Downloaded from nejm.org at UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO LIBRARIES on June 22, 2016. 

 For personal use only. No other uses without permission. From the NEJM Archive. Copyright © 2010 Massachusetts Medical Society.



Sir William Fergusson.—The Saturday lieview takes the late Presi-
dent of the British Medical Association severely to task, for rank
heresy in matters pertaining to public health. In his recent address
before the association, at its annual meeting, Sir William uttered
some rather startling propositions, at variance with the generally
accepted dogmas concerning the relation of disease to sewage. It is
scarcely to be believed that this great English authority's conviction
in the matter of sewage-propagation of typhoid is fairly and fully
represented by the Saturday lieview, but the criticism is very caustic
and readable. The opening sentences are as follows :—
" There is an old saying that every man in the course of his life

must eat a peck of dirt, and Sir W. Fergusson, the eminent surgeon,
now gives us the comforting assurance that we must wash it down
with a gallon or two of dirty water. It is impossible, he says, to get
absolutely pure water, and therefore it is idle to take the trouble to
procure approximately pure water. As we must drink dirty water,
the best thing we can do is to shut our eyes and hold our noses, and
gulp it down regardless of consequences. This is really the gist of
Sir W. Fergusson's address, and no more mischievous public utterance
has, we venture to say, been made in ourday.Sir. W.
Fergusson has thrown all the weight of his great authority into the
scale on the side of dirt and disease."
And again : " For an eminent doctor to lift up his voice against

fastidiousness in regard to pure water, strikes us as pretty much the
same thing as if the Bench of Bishops were to take to preaching
against undue sensitiveness with regard to sin. Absolute purity,
they might say, is quite unattainable ; the best of us are bad enough
when put to the test, and therefore it is not worth while to make
ourselves uneasy about a few spots more or less."
Finally : "A little loose talk may be allowed to politicians without

much fear of the consequences, but doctors, of all people in the world,
should be careful what they say."
The criticism in the Saturday Review is pungent but logical.

and tracts, in which numerous corpora amylacea were present, found
that each of these was enclosed in an apparently homogeneous cap-
sule, on which no nucleus could be seen. On one side, the capsule
was prolonged into a long and fine, smooth fibre, resembling exactly
the greater portion of the atrophied nerve fibres. He arrives at the
conclusion that the corpora amylacea arise from the nerve fibres,
though his observations did not furnish the direct proof necessary to
absolutely settle the question.
20. The tumor described by Chisholm and Knapp is of much inte-

rest, since it is the only case of intra-ocular enchondroma ever report-
ed. It had reached a diameter of two and a half inches, and was still
enclosed by the sciera, from which it seems probably to have started.
Nodes of both hyaline and fibrous cartilage were contained in it, and
Knapp was able to trace their development from the connective tissue
which surrounded and separated them.
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To Cook Eice.—The following is an account taken from an old
number of the Gazette des Hôpitaux, of the method recommended by
the French Academy, for cooking rice, during the siege of Paris :—
Take one cup of rice and one-fourth of a cup of water in a sauce-

pan—cover and place over a good fire ; after an hour the water will
be evaporated and the rice cooked, tender, but dry and with the
grains distinct—not in a paste ; sufficient salt should be added in the
first place, and care should be taken not to disturb the rice whilst
cooking.
By adding a little butter, and allowing the rice to dry a little more

over a gentle fire, a more delicate dish is prepared.
Rice cooked in this manner, which is the same as that employed

in the East Indies, bears the same relation to the indigestible paste of
the New England kitchen as does bread to boiled flour.

revival of learning occurred, " scholastic subtleties and metaphysical
mysticism" took its place, and prevail, more or less, to-day. Theo-
logy has made common cause with metaphysics in resisting the inroadsof scientific inquiry into the domain of conscience. We have but just
regained the stand-point of the Greeks, and are in position to include
in our physical researches the highest functions of mind, the moral
sense and the will.
Science does not propose to bridge over the gap between nerve

elements and mind. It probably can never demonstrate the real
nature of the mental force, nor leap from the movements of the nerve
molecules to consciousness. The how and the why of certain uniformi-
ties of sequence between nervous and mental phenomena it does not
even aspire to know, any more than to know the actual causes of
heat, electricity or gravitation. These are all alike mysteries, but the
regularity and certainty of certain sequences may be known, and the
laws of the relations between matter and mind, in its highest depart-
ments, may and should be thoroughly investigated.
Dr. Maudsley's statement that Milton found no difficulty in believ-

ing that matter was capable of intellectual functions, has shocked
some of his critics, but it is amply borne out by quotations, both in
prose and poetry. The criminal neurosis, the criminal psychosis,
and the heredity of crime are next discussed, and arguments are
drawn from the frequency of moral impairment in insane families, as
well as among the insane, to prove that the highest attributes of mind
are, like the lowest, largely dependent on cerebral organization.
The essays are interesting and instructive, but space will not permit

their consideration here. T. W. F.

BOOKS AND PAMPHLETS RECEIVED.
Report of the Executive Committee of the Roxbury Charitable So-

ciety. 1873. Pp. 15.
Observations on the Surgical Treatment of In-growing Toe Nail.

By George Stillwell, Surgeon, Epsom, with a pamphlet by Dr. Cotting,
Boston, America. Second Edition. London: J. & A. Churchill.
1873. Pp. 12.
Evidences of Life in the Newly Delivered Child. ByW. R. Atkinson,

M.D. Pp. 3.
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Boston MedicalandSurgical Journal.
Boston: Thursday, November 13, 1873.

BOSTON LYING-IN HOSPITAL.
An institution, bearing the above name, and incorporated by the

Legislature of Massachusetts, is situated at No. 24 McLean Street, in
this city. Its officers are as follows : President, Charles Hamilton
Parker ; Vice President, Francis Boyd ; Treasurer, Thornton K.
Lothrop ; Secretary, F. A Hall.
Directors, Charles G. Putnam, M.D., Abbott Lawrence, Charles

E. Ware, M.D., James Ayer, M.D., Thomas Hollis, Horace Dupee,
M.D., William Amory, Samuel K. Lothrop, Thomas Restieaux, Uriel
Crocker.
Francis Minot, M.D., John P. Reynolds, M.D., C. E. Buckingham,

M.D., Consulting Physicians.
Henry Tuck, M.D., William L. Richardson, M.D., Attending Phy-

sicians.
We wish to call attention to this institution in consequence of a

concern which has taken the name of Boston Lying-in Hospital, on
the corner of Kendall and Tremont Streets. By what right they have
assumed the name, we do not know. The list of their officers, as
published in the daily papers, we give below.
Directors, James McDonough, Martin Betts, P. H. McGlynn, James

McCormick, Richard Roach, Benjamin Ellison, Thomas S. Monahan,
Robert Maxwell, Hubert Smith, M.D., the Hon. John Ellis, GeorgeD. Pettee and T. H. Smith, M.D.
At a meeting of the directors, a board of officers was elected as

follows :—
President, J. H. Smith, M.D.; Treasurer, Robert Maxwell ; Record-

ing Secretary, James McCormack ; Corresponding Secretary, HubeitSmith.
The report of the directors says, so the papers say, that during tho

year thirteen hundred and forty-six patients have been treated, in and
out of the house, and that in three days previous to the annual meetingthere were two hundred and six appUCanis.
We should like to call the attention of the daily press to the list of

names, and to their absurd statement, which is evidently intended to
advertise something.
Though we have not yet complied with the request of the British

Medical Journal to express an opinion upon the last case of alleged
death from ether in England, it should not be inferred that we have
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been in doubt as to its cause. Our desire to present a careful and
comprehensive view of this case, and, once for all, to elucidate this
and similar occurrences, so far as we may be able, has led us to refer
the matter to a gentleman, who, from his experience in the adminis-
tration of ether from the date of its introduction and from his intimate
knowledge of its surgical relations, is, perhaps, better qualified than
any other to express an opinion upon this subject. He has kindly
promised to furnish us for our next issue some remarks upon this
question.
A step which, in spite of its ludicrous character, is of some im-

portance in settling the question of the admission of females to the
Massachusetts Medical Society, occurred on Nov. 5th. This was the
union of the New England Female Medical College to the so-called
medical department (Homoeopathic) of Boston University. The im-
portance is that the graduates of the institution are excluded from all
professional recognition. The ceremonies celebrating the union were
novel and varied, including speeches, music and verses ; but a tinge of
sadness was imparted to the closing, by a lady's singing " Good night,
my heart," which showed but too plainly that it was a match of inter-
est rather than of affection.

The result of the State election, on November 4th, is gratifying, for it
appears likely that a majority of the new legislature will be in favor
of modifying, perhaps of repealing, the present obnoxious and de-
moralizing liquor law.
We have no hesitation in announcing our determined hostility to the

present state of affairs, and hope, at the proper time, to give our

reasons in detail. No one has the right to accuse us of being un-
friendly to the cause of true temperance, for the law has produced
nothing but opium-eating, secret drinking, hypocrisy, black mail and
State constables.

Foreign Body in the Bladder. Extraction. Peritonitis. Death.—
A lead-pencil having been introduced into the urethra of a young man,
aged twenty-seven years, slipped from the fingers, and disappeared in
the canal and, as commonly happens in such cases, very soon found
its way into the deep portion of the urethra. Subsequent attempts
at extracting the pencil had the effect of pushing it completely into
the bladder. Five days after the accident, the patient entered Hôpi-
tal Saint Louis. He was found to be in a state of great mental
anxiety, and complaining of pain in the lower portion of the abdomen.
Although micturition was performed without difficulty, the root of
the penis, the scrotum and perineum were all greatly swollen, red and
œdematous. The symptoms being urgent, perineal section was
resorted to without delay by M. Péan, and the lead-pencil easily ex-
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tracted. It was found to measure about four inches in length, the
blunt extremity being first introduced. The extraction of the foreign
body was not followed by a diminution of either the general or local
symptoms, and death ensued in the course of a few hours, with the
usual signs of severe peritonitis, the explanation of which was
revealed by the autopsy. On the floor of the bladder, a small infundi-
buliform perforation was found, penetrating the entire wall, and pro-
duced evidently by the point of the pencil. This perforation had
given passage to a quantity of urine which, infiltrating the tissues of
the pelvis, had been the origin of the severe symptoms to which the
patient had succumbed.
This example serves to illustrate the disastrous effects of sharp-

pointed objects upon the mucous membrane of the genito-urinary
apparatus, and the possible necessity, in similar accidents, of recurringat once to perineal section, without wasting time in attempts at
extraction by the urethra, which too often have only the effect of
increasing the inflammation produced by the presence of the foreignbody.—JV Union Médicale, Aug. 21 1873.

MASSACHUSETTS GENERAL HOSPITAL.
TnE operations on Saturday last were as follows:—excision in two casesof chronic mammary tumor, and in a case of tumor of the leg; the explora-tion and removal of part of a carious rib and the removal of necrosed bonefrom the tibia and ulna.
The first mammary tumor had grown gradually without pain. It wasabout the size of a hen's egg, and was quite defined and free in the substanceof the gland. The patient was a married woman, twenty-six years of age.Dr. Cabot removed the growth.
The second was smaller than the one just described, but its attachment

was deeper and pediculated. It had been growing two years, accompaniedwith pain. The patient was twenty years old and married. The tumor
was excised by Dr. Bigelow, and the wound left open to forestall the deepburrowing of pus.
The tumor of the leg, in size that of a walnut, was recurrent, and had fol-lowed the removal of a fungoid growth by caustic, about a year before. It

was movable, obviously based upon the skin, and was located below the tu-
bercle of the tibia. It was removed by Dr. Cabot.The sinus above alluded to, was situated on the left side of the back, and
was the result of a gun-shot injury received at the battle of Antietam, ten
years since. He had profuse hemoptysis at the time of the injuiw. Nume-
rous pieces of bone had been discharged through a fistula near the spinous
processes and over the sixth rib. A probe, entered there by Dr. Bigelow,passed several inches upward to the fourth rib, where rough bone was de-tected on the upper edge. The sinus was largely laid open and the carious
bone removed by a spherical rasp.
Dr. B. then exhibited a man with enormous distention of the internalsaphenous vein. He called attention to the fact that, while there was a gene-ral distention of the cutaneous veins of the foot, in the leg the disease waschiefly confined to the main trunk. An indurated swelling of some size, oc-cupying the saphenous opening, was supposed to be due to local inflamma-tory action in the vein, and was not a morbid growth. In varix, and espe-cially so large a one, the deep veins of the leg are usually implicated, andsurgical interference, whether by caustic, ligature or excision, besides sub-
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